
 

Responses to Organization Comments  

With respect to front yard setback, the property is zoned R-1 and the minimum required front yard 

setback is 40 feet.   According to the previously approved plans, the existing building is located 40 feet 

from the right-of-way (ROW) and any additional ROW acquisition would cause the church to no longer be in 

compliance with the minimum yard requirement.   However, when the noncompliance is the result of ROW 

acquisition by VDOT, the church can legally remain where it is. Any new construction would have to meet the 

40-foot minimum front yard setback.  

 

The proposed trail is not expected to impact the parking spaces in the main parking lot located south 

of the existing church structure. This parking lot has 244 parking spaces which is more than the 

required 209 parking spaces.  

The proposed trail is anticipated to impact the seven parking spaces adjacent to the sidewalk on the 

northeast side of the existing church structure. Since there are more than 209 parking spaces in the main 

parking lot (south of the church structure) the elimination of the seven parking spaces would not place the 

church in a non-compliance situation with respect to Fairfax County parking requirements. VDOT would 

work with the church during the right-of-way phase to determine adequate compensation for the church 

right-of-way and easements needed for the project.  
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Responses to Organization Comments  

To reduce potential impacts to threatened and endangered species and their respective habitats, 

efforts to minimize the construction footprint would be considered. Construction practices would 

avoid the removal of existing vegetation to the greatest extent possible.  The project includes a revegetation 

program to replace trees lost due to the construction of the project where feasible following construction. 

The impacts to existing trees would be taken into consideration during right-of-way negotiations. It is 

anticipated that the church would be able to plant new trees within its property adjacent to the trail, after 

the construction of the new trail is completed.  

 

VDOT has refined the design plans to avoid right-of-way impacts along the western edge of the 

church property as a result of the construction of the new sound wall. Even though additional 

modifications to the plans may be made during final design, with the current design (post -public hearing 

plans) VDOT does not anticipate requiring any right-of-way or easements from the church to accommodate 

the new sound wall. Consequently, it is anticipated that there would not be any impacts to the parking lot as 

a result of the construction of the new wall.  
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